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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

2. Claims 1-14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Antonini, Patent No.: 5,898,778 (hereinafter Antonini). 

Referring to claims 1 and 12, Antonini teaches a method of de-activating an 
application (3) or a device (i), the method comprising: 

receiving activation codes (20) [abstract; the device takes a computer 
program/activation code], 

carrying out a check, for each activation code, whether the code was received in 
a predetermined order and within a certain time period [abstract; the 
device/monostable element carry out a check], and 

de-activating the application or the device if the check fails [abstract, 1:34- 
53;afterthe validity expires, the software/the application deactivated]. 



Application/Control Number: 10/582,063 Page 3 

Art Unit: 2434 

Referring to claim 2, Antonini teaches, wherein the application controls the 
device itself [abstract and 1:8-14]. 

Referring to claims 3 and 13, Antonini teaches, further being arranged for 
receiving the activation codes by reading at least one token (2) [abstract and 1:34-53]. 

Referring to claim 4, Antonini teaches, wherein each token (2) contains a single 
activation code (20) [abstract and 1:34-53]. 

Referring to claim 5, Antonini teaches, wherein the token (2) is re-writable [1:34- 

53]. 

Referring to claims 6 and 14, Antonini teaches, wherein the token (2) is an optical 
information carrier, preferably an SFFO disc [1:34-53]. 

Referring to claim 7, Antonini teaches, wherein the activation codes (20) are 
constituted by strings of alphanumeric characters each comprising a serial number 
and/or a version number [1:14-23]. 

Referring to claim 8, Antonini teaches, wherein the application is a software 
application executed by the device [abstract and 1:34-53]. 
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Referring to claim 9, Antonini teaches, the toy preferably comprising an artificial 
pet [abstract]. 

Referring to claim 10, Antonini teaches, a mobile telephone comprising a device 
(1) according to claim 1 [abstract]. 

Referring to claim 1 1 , Antonini teaches, an optical information carrier (2) for use 
in a device (1) according to claim 1 [1:34-53; smart card equates an optical information 
carrier]. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to YONAS BAYOU whose telephone number is (571)272- 
7610. The examiner can normally be reached on m-f,7:30-5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kambiz Zand can be reached on 571-272-381 1 . The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Yonas Bayou/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 2434 
09/26/2009 

/Kambiz Zand/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2434 



